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Objectives
Students will…
• Work on their understanding of line to depict motion
• Create a mind map
• Create a finished mixed media tempera engraving 

using color and line

Art/
SEL

National Core 
Arts Anchor 
Standards 
Creating 
VA:Cr2.1.IIIa
Experiment, plan, and make 
multiple works of art and 
design that explore a personally 
meaningful theme, idea, or 
concept.

VA:Cr1.1.Ia
Use multiple approaches to 
begin creative endeavors.

VA:Cr3.1.Ia
Apply relevant criteria from 
traditional and contemporary 
cultural contexts to examine, 
reflect on, and plan revisions 
for works of art and design in 
progress.

Connecting 
VA:Cn10.1.Ia
Document the process of 
developing ideas from early 
stages to fully elaborated ideas.

Teacher prep
1.      Gather historical and contemporary artworks that depict movement 

in a variety of ways (see next page).
2. Premix the following tempera mixture until there are no clumps:

• 1 cup Nasco Black Tempera
• 1 cup water
• 2 Tbsp. Dawn® Dish Soap

3. Make a couple sheets for engraving and cut them up into small pieces 
for students to practice on before they start on their final projects.

http://nascoeducation.com


U28201_p2

Instructions

2. Show students examples of historical and contemporary artworks that depict movement in the following ways:

• Action pose
• Perspective repetition
• Airborne objects
• Perpetual motion

• Results of movement
• Leaving a trail
• Motion blur
• Distortion

• Lines and flow
• Energy lines

As you review artwork, discuss the techniques used to create each sense of motion.

3. Then, show students more historical and contemporary works of art from around the world. Ask them to
explain what type of motion they are seeing and what technique you discussed was used to create it.

4. Next, have students create a mind map in their sketchbooks of the first things that come to mind when they
think of movement in relation to their own lives. Their mind maps can be created on paper with a pencil or
colored pencils or created digitally.

Then have students break down the actions into how they could depict them visually, referencing
the examples from artists they learned about in class.

6. Once students are set on their designs, have them create a light sketch
on a piece of project paper. Their design should be simplified to a
basic outline. They will use color and mark-making later in the process
to emphasize the movement in their work.

7. Have students go over their pencil lines when complete with
permanent markers.

5. Students should then create five thumbnail sketches of their
compositions in their sketchbooks

As they create their thumbnails, ask students to do the following:
• Think of the composition as a whole. How will it be positioned on

the page? How will it be balanced?
• Depict at least two different ways an artist can show motion. One

should include the use of line. List the methods you used to depict
motion next to your thumbnail sketch.

• Once your thumbnail sketches are complete, share your concepts
with a partner and discuss. Help your partner brainstorm
additional ideas.

1. Introduce students to this lesson with the following questions:

• What are some different
types of movement?

• How do artists perceive
and depict movement
in 2D artwork?

• How can we use color,
rhythm, and line to depict
movement?
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8. Next, have students color in their pictures with oil crayons.
Give them the following reminders:

• Try to avoid the permanent marker lines.
• When coloring with oil pastels or crayons, it is important

to put on a thick layer so that the pigment will stick to the
paper when removed later.

• No white marks from the paper should be showing. If a
student wants the color white, they should use the white
oil pastel and make sure they use thick layers.

9. Once each student is done, have them paint over their entire
piece with one coat of the black tempera mixture and put it
on the drying rack or use an air drier to dry it.

10. While the pieces are drying, have students get their
engraving tools and each take a practice piece. Tell them
to make sure they practice because once they start on
their final piece, they cannot redo any marks they make.
Have them doodle and try making thick lines, thin lines, fur
texture, cross hatching, etc. This will build their confidence.

11. Before students begin to engrave, they should lay down
newspapers over their workspace. They should also use a
dry soft-bristle brush to wipe away the tempera crumbs, so
they do not blow all over the space.

12. Students should be able to see where their permanent
marker lines are. If they are having a tough time seeing
them, use a lightbox, iPad, or phone to illuminate the paper
from the back.

13. Emphasize the following with students:

• Be conscious of your mark-making and what direction
your marks are going.

• These pieces are intended to have some black
engraving marks showing, so you should not scratch all
the paint off.

• Only scratch off the tempera paint where it covers the
oil pastel, otherwise it will leave dull scratches that are
not aesthetically pleasing.

• Scratch lightly. Do not dig into or rip the paper.
• Scratch in different directions and use line variation to

emphasize movement throughout your piece.
14. Once students have finished, they should use a soft-bristle

brush to make sure any tempera crumbs are removed from
their piece.
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Materials list 
• Nasco Tempera Paint, black, pint [NE20180(G)] 
• Engraving cutter tools (9723244)
• Nasco Hexagonal Oil Pastels (NE20074)
• Sakura Cray-Pas Expressionist™ Oil Pastels (9714433)
• Sharpie® Fine-Point Marker [9726841(A)]
• Nasco White All-Media Drawing Paper, 8" x 10", 80 lb. (9737940)
• Nasco Engraving with Tempera Paint and Oil Pastels Classroom Kit  (NE20208) 
• Sakura Cray-Pas Expressionist™ Oil Pastels, Multicultural (9729057) (optional)
• Scratch-Art Scratch Tools (9720371) (optional)
• Soft-bristle brush (9737055) (optional)
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